a long-term process of hybridization between three subspecies, originally monomorphic in respect of the male (and female) coloration, found mainly in populations inhabiting ancient zones of the subspecies' secondary contact. Such hybrid populations have in some cases extended their ranges with time, replacing pure parent forms'' (Panov 1992:240-247) .
The first 66-page chapter describes the following general features of wheatear biology: geographical distribution and history of origin and expansion, some features of external morphology, habitat selection, movements and wintering, food and feeding habits, diurnal activity rhythms, social behavior and the breeding cycle, signal behavior and communication, nests and eggs, general features of nestling behavior, interspecific relationships, predators and parasites, and practical importance. Most of the information in this chapter comes from the author's own field studies. Based on extensive field experience, some new concepts are introduced, like 'elementary motive acts' (EMA), referring to source components of structurally complex visual signals, which are ''in essence nothing but different combinations of comparatively few rather simple elements'' (p. 61). Signal behavior and communication and interspecific relationships are described in particular detail. It is not always clear when author is citing his own results or those of others. Nevertheless, this chapter provides a comprehensive introduction to Oenanthe.
The depth of treatment of each individual species or superspecies of wheatear in the remaining chapters reflects the available amount of information. Most is known about Isabelline and Northern Wheatears, and least about Hume's and Hooded Wheatears. Organization of all the chapters follows the same pattern: systematic notes, distribution and habitat, annual cycle and timing of breeding, social behavior, nest, eggs and young, molt and autumn departure, and biological notes. The following wheatears are discussed in these chapters: Most of the data on behavior and ecology presented here come from original field research published in Russian. The data also include materials from several of Panov's students or associates who studied wheatears independently, and from Western European sources. The majority of figures in these chapters relate to courtship behavior, now available for the first time in an English publication. Most of the drawings must be the author's own because no credit is given, except for a few cases where the author's name and year of publication are provided. For most species one or more sonograms are present, but most do not provide a place and date of recording.
There are 40 pages of mostly color photographs (about 110 photos) depicting sexual differences and the various plumages of described species, behavior (e.g., Ravengier's whip snake seizing a fledgling Isabelline Wheatear), nesting sites, and most importantly, habitats of each species. Most of the sites are in areas that were inaccessible to foreigners during the Soviet Union era; now these areas are in newly formed central Asian countries.
Results of Panov's extensive field comparative studies and findings on wheatears are summarized in general form in the conclusion. He regards wheatears as having certain prognostic value, possibly applicable to other avian taxa. The references section has about 250 entries, of which about 110 are papers and monographs published in Russian. Several major papers on behavioral ecology of Wheatears published in Western Europe in 1970s and 1980s are listed. However, some from the second half of the 1990s are notably missing and only one of the cited works was published after 2000. A subject index and an index of Latin and English names for all species referred to in the text close the book. This book will appeal not only to ornithologists, but also to taxonomists and students of animal behavior, all of whom should benefit from Panov's findings and ideas. Although each chapter provides interesting reading about this fascinating group of birds, it is also very technical and complex reading, possibly discouraging the average reader. The book is packed with detailed field observations of wheatear behavior, providing a wealth of information not previously available because of language barriers. My criticisms are only minor, focusing on technical details of this monograph, and should not deter one from purchasing this book. 
